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DEDICATION
OF THE

EQUESTRIAN STATUE
OF

MAJOR-GENERAL

AMBROSE E. BURNSIDE,
IN THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE,

JULY 4, 1887,

WITH THE ORATION OF GENERAL HORATIO ROGERS,

TOGETHER WITH SOME ACCOUNT OF GEKERAL BURNSIDE'S
FUNERAL, AND OF THE MOVEMENT RESULTING
IN THE ERECTION OF THE STATUE.

HOGEH WlllfAMS COLLEGE LlBRAR~
PROVIDE

CE:

E. L. FREEMAN .Ii SOl', PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS.

188 7.

BURNSIDE STATUE DEDICATION,
JULY 4TH, 1887.

THE preparatioDs made for unveiling the equestrian statue of
Major.General AMBROSE E. BURNSIDE, and the celebration of the
day, will best be indicated by the official announcements of the
committees having the matter in charge, which were as follows:

DEDICATION OF THE EQUESTRIAN STATUE
OF

MAJOR-GENERAL AMBROSE E. BURNSIDE,
INDEPENDENCE DAY, 1887·

The Committee of Arrangements announce the [allowing

ORDER OF THE DAY.
The Grand ProcesSion will form at 10 A
in accordance with the following order of

M.)

CHIEF MARSHAL, COLONEL ISAAC

and move at 10.30

M.

A. M.,

PO'l"l'ER.

HEADQUARTERS OF TBE CHIEF MARSHAL,

}

DEDICATION OF THE BURNSIDE EQUESTRIAN STATUE,

PROVIDENCE, June 25, 1887.
General Orders, No.2.
I. Headquarters of the Chief Marshal on the morning of July 4,
1887, will be on Market Square, at west enel of Boa.rd of Trade Building.
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II. Assistant Marshals will report at headquarters to Major E. C.
Pomroy, Chief of Staff, mounted, wearing dark clothes, silk hat and
white gloves, at 9.45 A. M.
ITr. Marshals of Divisions will report to Captain C. C. Gray, Adjn·
tant·General, as soon as their respective divisions are prepared to
move.
IV. The column will move at 1030
lowing

A. M.,

promptly, and in the fol-

ORDER OF PROCESSION.
Platoon of Mounted Police.
Ohief Afarshal,
COLONEL IsAAC

M.

POTl'ER.

Chief of Staff,
MAJOR

E. C.

POMROY.

Adjutant-General,
CAPTAIN

C. C.

GRAY.

Assistant ltfarshals,

Colonel R H. T. Goddard,
General Nelson Viall,
General W. W. Douglas,
General H. T. Sisson,
General G. W. Mindil,
General D. W. Wardrop.
General Nathan Goff, Jr.,
General C. H. Barney,
Colonel Melville Bull,
Colonel Geo. R. Fearing,
Colonel Isaac L. Goff,
Colonel Chas. A. Wilson,
Colonel Oscar Lapham,
Colonel A. K. Goodwin,
Major J. T. P. Bucklin,
Major W. H. Joyce,
Major Wm. B. Rhodes,
Major J. M. Barker,
Surgeon Charles O'Leary,
Major E. A. Jenks,
Surgeon Albert Potter,
Major John D. Lewis,
Ca.ptain H. S. Smith,
Surgeon Wm. von Gottschalck,
Captain C. Sidney Smith,
Surgeon W. H. Palmer,
Captain R. A. Ba.llou,
Captain H. C. Luther,
Oaptain C. Fred Crawford,
Captain J. A. Thornton,
Captain D. F. Longstreet,
Captain Jas. L. Sherman,
Captain G. T. Cranston,
Captain John M. Buffinton,
Captain W. A. Spicer,
Captain George Carmichael,
Captain James G. Warren,
Captain Charles Edward Paine,
Captain Fred I. Marcy,
Captain Orin S. Anthony,
Captain D. R~ssell Brown.

ORDER OF THE DAY.
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MILITIA DIVISION.

Forming on Canal Street, right resting on Market Square, and com·
posed of the following organiza.tions :

Marshal,
General Elisha H. Rhodes, Commanding Brigade Rhode Island Militia.
Signal Corps.
Second Regiment Infantry, Colonel.Tames Moran.
First Regiment Infantry, Colonel Wm. H. Thornton.
First Sepa.rate Company Infantry, Captain Wm. H. Beckett.
Second Sepa.rate Company Infantry, Captain Stephen J. West.
Battery A. Light Artillery, Captain John A. Russell.
First Machine Gun Battery, Second Lieutenant William Ely.
First Battalion Cavalry, Major Alexander Strauss.
Provisional Brigade, Rhode Island Militia, Colonel Cyrus M. :Van
Slyek commanding.
United Train of Artillery, Major James F. Duffy.
Newport Artillery, Colonel Jere. W. Horton.
Bristol Train of Artillery, Captain Fred. Luther.
Kentish Guards, Oolonel Will E. Brown.

VETERAN DIVISION.

Forming on South Water Street, right resting on Market Square,
and composed of the ft>llowing organizations:
Marshal,
Colonel Alonzo Williams.
Oaptain Thomas W. Manchester, Chief of Staff.
Captain George l\f. Turner, Assistant Adjutant General.
Aids,
Ma.jor Robert Fessenden,
Captain Edw. F. O'Connor,
Captain Geo. L. Smith,

C.plain Geo. H. Pettis,
Lieutenant C. G. A. Peterson,
Lieutenant Henry Newton.
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I:lonorary Staff,
General Olney Arnold,
Geneml Thomas J. Morgan,
Colonel Stephen T. Arnold,
Colonel Chris. Blanding,
Hon. \Vm. A. Harris,
Captain Alonzo Pierce,
Colonel Albert A. Pope,
Major Wro. H. Hanmer,
Oaptain Dexter D. Pearce,

Colonel Henry J. Spooner,
Colonel J. M. Studley,
Colonel E. H. Horton,
Major J. J. Comstock,
Captain Wm. B. Sears,
Captain George Stuart,
Colonel Elias M. Jenckes,
Captain J aho K. Bucklyn,
Dr. Lorenzo Traver, M. D.

Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States, Massachusetts Commandery.
Members of the Staff of Major-General A. E. Burnside.
Society of the Burnside Expedition and of the Ninth Army Corps.
First R. I. Detached Militia and First Battery Veteran Association.
Second R. I. Regiment and Battery A Veteran Association.
Third R. I. Heavy Artillery Veteran Association.
First R. I. Light Artillery Veteran Association.
First R. 1. Cavalry Veteran Association.
Fourth R. I. Veteran Association.
Fifth R. I. Veteran Association.
Seventh R. T. Veteran Association.
Ninth R. I. Veteran Association.
rrenth R. I. Veteran Association.
Eleventh R. I. Veteran Association.
Twelfth R. I. Veteran Association.
Second and Third R. I. Cavalry Vetexan Association.
Fourteenth R. I. Heavy Artillery Veteran Association.
United States Veteran Association.
Eleventh Massachusetts Battery Association.
First Light Infantry Veteran Association.

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIO DIVISION.

Forming on Dyer Street, l'ight resting on Market Square, and consisting of the following organizations:
Marshal,

Depa.rtment Commander Benjamin L. Hall.
E. Henry Jenks, Assistant Adjutant General.
Benjamin F. Davis, Chief of Staff.

ORDER OF THE DAY.
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Aids,

Samuel Hyndman,
Elias M. J enckes,
E. A. Burgess.
Department Officers and Staff, mounted.
Prescott Post, No.1, Providence, Dept. of R. r.
G ts (John A. Andrew Post, No. 15, Boston, Dept. of Mass.
nes '1. Burnside Post, No. 47, Auburn, Dept. of Me.
Ballou Post, No.3, Central Falls, Dept. of R. 1.
Slocum Post, No. 10, Providence, Dept. of R. r.
Guests, Robert O. Tyler Post, No. 50, Hartford, Dept. of Conn.
Rodman Post, No. 12, Providence, Dept. of R. I.
Ives Post, No. 13, Providence, Dept. of R. I.
Thomas Post. No. 11, Apponaug, Dept. of. R. I.
Tower Post, No. 17, Pawtucket, Dept. of R. I.
Guests, 'Vm. A. Streeter Post, No. 14.'>, Attleboro, Dept. of Mass.
Budlong Post, No. 18, Westerly, Dept. of R. I.
O. E. Lawton Post, No.5, Newport, Dept. of R. I.
Arnold Post, No.4, Providence, De}1t. of R. IGuests, A. G. Warner Post, No. 54, Putnam, Dept. of Conn.
Burnside Post, No.2, SbiLnnock, Dept. of R. IRena Post, No.6, East Greenwich, Dept. of R. 1.
Sedgwick Post, No.7, Peace Dale, Dept. of R. T.
Farr~nut Post, No.8, Riverside, Dept. of R. I.
Smith Post, No.9, Woonsocket, Dept. of R. I.
Guests, Major E. F. Fletcher Post, No. 22, MiHord, Dept. of Mass.
McGregor Post, No. 14, Phenix, Dept. of R. 1.
:Babbitt Post, No. 15, Bristol, Dept. of R. 1.
C. C. Baker Post, No. 16, Wickford, Dept. of R. IJ. C. Nichols Post, No. lV, Scituate, Dept. of. R. 1.
:Bucklin Post, No. 20, East Providence, Dept. of H. 1.
Guests, Charles Russell Lowell Post, No.7, Boston, Dept. of Mass.
James H. Fairbrother,
Charles H. Baker,

OARRIAGE DIVISION.

Forming on Pine Street, right resting on Dyer Street.

Marshal,
Captain William Frankland.
Carriage containing His Excellency John W. Davis, Governor of
Rhode Island, President of the Day, and Adjutant-General
Elisha Dyer, Jr.
The Governor's Personal and General Staff, mounted.
Carriages containing the Orator, Chaplains of the Day, State and City
Officia.ls, Invited Guests a.nd Committees.
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The line will move over the following

ROUTE OF MARCH.
Through Westminster, Mathewson, Broad, Bridgham, High, Oourtland and Broadway to Jackson Street. When the head of the procession arrives at Jackson Street a halt will be made and each division will
form in line, face to the front, dress to the right and prepare to receive
the Division of Carriages containing the distinguished guests, which
will pass from the left to the right of the line, and then proceed through
Broadway, Aborn and Washington Streets to Exchange Place.
After the carriages have passed the head of the line, the Militia
Division will move through Jackson, High, Broad and Dorrance Streets
to Exchange Place, and hl1.lt at corner of Arcade Stl'eet.
The Veteran Division will move t.hrough Jnckson anel Washington
Streets to Exchange Place, and halt at the left of the head of the Militia Division.
The Grand Army Division will move through Broadway, Fountain
and Cove Streets to Exchange Place, and halt at the left of the head of
the Veteran Column.
Y. Division Commanders will. instnlCt their comrp.ands to uncover
the moment the statue is.unveiled.
At the close of the exercises at the monument, the Militia Division
will proceed as directed by General Elisha H. Rhodes, Marshal of the
Division.
The Veteran Division will march t-o the What Cheer Building, Market Square, where rations will be furnished.
The Grand Army of the Republic Division ,vill move through Steeple,
North and South Main Streets to Infantry Hall, where rations will be
furnished.
By order ofi

COLONEL ISAAC
CHARLES C. GRAY,

~f.

Adjutant-General.

POTTER,
Ohief Marshal.

On the arrival of the procession at the monument the following

ORDER OF EXERCISES
will take place:

I.

OVERTURE,

The American Band.

n. INTRODUCTION of His Excellency John W. Davis, Governor' of
Rhode Island, as President of the Day, by Henry R. Barker, Chairman
of the Committee of Arrangement-s.
ill.

INVOCATION,

The Rev. Joseph J. 'Voolley.
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IV. THE UNVEILING, by General Lewis Richmond and others of
General Burnside's Staff, followed by a Major-General's salute, and the
I f Star Spangled Banner" by the American Band.

V.

ORATION,

General Horatio Rogers.

CITY by Colonel Roberl
H. I. Goddard, representing the Monument Committee.
VI.

VIT.

DELIVERY OF THE MONUKE1'.'"T TO THE

ACCEPrA......WE by His Honor Gilbert F. Robbins, Mayor of

Providence.

Vill.
IX.

The Rev. Christopher HugLes.

BENEDICTION,
AMEBICA..~ Hnl...~,

The American Band.

All veterans residing in the State are cordially invited to parade.
Those who served in Rhode Island Regiments will be welcomed by
their Regimental Veteran Associations.
Those who served in other than Rhode Island Regiments will be
welcomed by the United States Veteran Association.
Every veteran is earnestly requested to paro.cle either with his Veteran Association or the Grand Army of the Republic.
Transportation and rations will be furnished as announced elsewhere.
The Committee hope for a generous response to their appeal that the
citizens, especially those on the line of march, will decorate their residences and places of business, making them as brilliant as possible.
r:rhe headquarters of the Society of the Burnside Expedition and of
the Ninth Army Corps will be at the Narragansett Hotel, room B.
The headquarters of the Oommittee of Arrangements will be at the
Narragansett Hotel, room 10.

H. R. BARKER, Chairman,
F. A. CHASE,
Committee
C. C. GRAY,
C. H. WILLIAMS,
of
EDWIN METCALF,
Arrang6ments.
W. R. WALKER,
B. H. CHILD,
T. A. BARTON, Secretary.
2
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EU'A~'UE

DEDICATlON.

THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE.

FOURTH OF JULY.
ONE HUI"o'DRED A..~D ELEVENTH

ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN

INDEPENDENCE.

The Committee appointed by the City Council to Il.l'rftllge fOl' the
celebration of the ll1th Anniversary of American Independence an~
nounce the following pro~n.'amme for the day:
4.15 A. M. (Sunrise). 1:'he several city flags will be set.
5.30 A. M. The Continental BH.nd will pamelc through the principal
street.<;.

6 A. 1\1. The several bells of the city will be rung for one half hour.
SA. M. The Grace Church chimes will be nlllg' for one honr.
10.30 A. M. Grand procession and unveiling of the Burnside Equestrian Statue.
12 M. The several bells of the city will be rung for ono hour, and a.
national salute will be fired by Battery A, Light Artillery.
4 P. M. Concert n,t Ro~er Williams Po.rk by \Vhitc's lIIilit,ary Band.
4.30 P. M. The Providence Veteran Firemen's Association will pa·
rade through the principH.l streets of the city, and bring ont in the pro·
ce~sion the old Gaspee {I Land engine.
"Where dutj' c£Llls, there you'll
find us."
The line 'will be formed on Dorrance Street and parade through the
following streets: Weybosset, Market Square, North Main, Stecple,
Exchange Place, Exchange Street, Westminster and Jackson Streets,
Broadway, Harkness, High, Summer and Broad Streets to Dorrance
Street.
6.30 P. M. The several bells of the city will be rung for one hali
hour.
7.30 P. M. The Grace Church chimes will be run a for one hour.
8 P. M. Concert atthe Dexter Trainin~ Field by the American Band,
D. W. Reeves, lea.der, and at Rogel' \Villiams Park by White's Military
Band, Wm. E. White, leader.
The Committee of the City Council have united with the Committee
upon the dedication of the Burnside Equestrian Statue to make the
milital'y parade as imposing as possible, and also to make thc celebration of the event creditable to the citizens.
The details of the parade and unveiling- of the Burnside Equestrian
Statue will therefore be found in the order of the day published by
the Committee of Arrangements upon the dedication of the Statue.

1

HENRY C. ABMSTRONG, Chairman,
WILLHM B. BLANDING,
ARTHUR H. WATSO ,
GomrnUtce.
JOSEPH H. FA)lNING,
ROBERT E. SMITH,
j
HENRY V. A. JOSLIN, Secretary.
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PRELIMINARY.

:Monday, July fourth, dawned warm and cloudless, assuring an
auspicious day for the consummation of an undertaking dear to
the Rhoae Island heart. Promptly at the appointed honr the
grand procession started on its route in the order prescribed.
The scene presented to the eye on that bright summer morning
was one long to be remembered. National ensigns floated proudly
from numerous flag-staffs j prominent business buildings were
tastefully decorated in honor of the day; vast masses of humanity from city and country thronged the streets; the music of
many bands filled tbe air j and the most patriotic enthusiasm everywhere prevailed. The marching column consisting of about five
thousand men, and, composed of militia with varied and attractive uniforms, and of battle-scarred veterans in more sombre garb,
attracted the most marked attention; the solid, steady tread of
the survivors of the war, now no longer young, and many of them
showing the rapid advance of age, awakening a suggestiveness of
the stern days of the rebellion that was highly impressive. The
Carriage Division, likewise, has never been snrpassed in tbis community. Preceded by a cavalry escort and composed of scores
of elegant landaus, two abr~ast, filled with distinguished occnpants, it conld not fail to attract much attention. In it was the
foremost living soldier of the civil war, General W. '1'. Sherman,
accompanied by the Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, in a carriage drawn by fQul' iron gray horses. There, too,
were the Governors of Rhode Island and Connecticut with their
staffs, and numerous other distinguished military and civic guests.
The greater portion of Exchange Place bad been kept clear by
the police, and on the soutb side of and opposite the statue,
which was tastefully veiled by national flags in loose anil flowing
folds, a grand stand capable of seating eight hundred persons had
been erected under a canvas canopy. Arrived at the City Hall
the Carriage Division proceeued directly to the grand stand, but"
the marching column halted long enough foJ' each division to form
in mass with a front equal to one-third the width of the square,
and then the three divisions abreast, stretching from curb to Clll'b ,
preceded by the Chief Marshal and his Assistants, with their
staffs in extended lines, marched down Exchange Place witb the
bands plnying 1\ "Marching Through Georgia," while the vast

.

.
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multitude of spectators cheered and applauded, the whole furnishing a spectacle of grandeur and enthusiasm that will probably
never be surpassed within the limits of the state.
When quiet had settled upon the assemblage at the statue the
dedicatory exercises commenced with an overture by the American Band, and then Captain Henry R. Barker, Chairman of the
Committee of Arrangements, introduced His Excellency, John
W. Davis, Governor of the State of Rhode Island, as President
of the Day, who, in accepting the office assigned him, spoke as
follows:
GOVERNOR DAVIS' REMARKS.
MR. CHAIRMAN AND FELLOW CITIZENS:

Deeply

impressed with a deferential reverence for this occasion, I assume the position assigued to me, with diffidence, and self-distrust. The glories of this our
natal day, have been supplemented and consecrated
by that atoning sacrament of blood, born of the
great conflict of States, which made the truths of
the immortal" Declaration" practical realities to all
men throughout our land. That great conflict of
States to which each contributed to the right-as it
was given to them to see the right-a courage and
devotion, which forever silences all cavil of their
patriotism. And so it was that when the work was
done no man could stand up, and with truth upon
his lips, say, I did it. Nay. So, too, it was that no
especial partisanship could stand forth and truthfully say, we did it. Nay. It was God alone, He
did it, and of all of them His instrument, by whom
the work was done, we point with grateful pride to
him in whose honor a memorial monument we this
day dedicate, to Ambrose E. Burnside. as a foremost
one. And now upon this our work, and upon all

REV. JOSEPH J. WOOLLEY'S PRAYER.
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who shall look with reverence to it, let God's benediction be first invoked, and Chaplain Woolley will
voice our prayer.
REV. JOSEPH J. WOOLLEY'S PRAYER.

Thou art wonderful in Thy goodness, 0 God; by
the might of Thine arm, and by Thy power, Thou
didst lead our fathers into this land, where they
planted the seeds of good government.
In all their years Thou didst foster and preserve
them; their children have come to a rich and glorious inheritance; this land is as the garden of the
Lord; it has grown in greatness and in all prosperity.
When it was in peril, when its government was
assailed, and its integrity threatened, Thine eyes
were upon it, and Thou didst lift up a bulwark
round about it: strong men, brave, patriotic, and
true, rose up in their might and went forth to preserve it. Among them was one whose loyal heart,
and glorious deeds, made him specially dear to us:
he lived in our midst, and after the war ended, in
which he bore such a noble part, he took up the
duties of public life, as they were put before him by
the people, and in the councils of the nation gave
his voice and his wisdom to make the blessings of
peace secure. His name has become a household
word in this State, and in the land. Thou gavest
him to us, and we thank Thee.
To-daywe come, the people of this Commonwealth,
together with those from other States, to dedicate and
consecrate this monument, which we have erected

•
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to his memory. It is of bronze and gran ite, laid
on deep and strong foundations. May it last and
carry down to future generations the lessons of loyalty, of magnanimity, and of noble manhood, whicb
our hero so meekly, yet so splendidly illustrated in
his life and character.
Wilt Thou, 0 God, direct in these services; inspire
Thy servants, who shall engage in them, todoThywiJ],
and honor Thy name. With united hearts, and with
the voice of thanksgi ving, we bless Thee for Ambrose
E. Burmide. May his name and virtues be a glory
and a benediction to the latest generations. We ask
for the sake of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ;
to whom he praise, dominion and glory forever and
ever. Amen.
General Lewis Richmond, to whom, with the other members
present of General Burnside's Staff, bad been assigned the office
of uDYciling, accompanied the performance of that duty with
these remarks:

GENERAL RICHMOND'S REMARKS.
YOUR EXCELLENCY, FELLOW-CITIZENS AND FELLOWSOLDIERS: With my associates of the Staff I have
the honor to unveil the statue of a soldier-citizen
whose name stands high on the roll of those a grateful country delights to honor. His record as Governor, as United States Senator, and his fame as one
of the foremost defenders of the Union, are a part
of the history of his State, and Rhode Island honors
herself in erecting this monument in honor of a son
whose career has shed such I ustre on her an nals, and

•

-

GENERAL ROGERS' ORATION.
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whose memory will be illustrious so long as pure,
chivalric patriotism, conspicuous alike in war and
peace, shall be venerated among men.
As thejconcealing drapery fell away and displayed the statue,
cannon boomed forth a Major-General's salute, the American
Band played H The Star Spangled Banner," and the assembled
throng united in enthusiastic cheering and applause.
General Horatio Rogers was then introduced as the orator of
tbe day, and spoke as follows:
GENERAL ROGERS' ORATION.

His career is ended, his statue is done. Ambrose
E. Burnside has passed into history. Rhode Island
has spared naught that could attest her appreciation.
In life she conferred her highest honors and dignities upon him; in death she has fashioned his form
and features in bronze, graven his name in granite,
and reared them aloft in enduring testimony of her
gratitude, and as an example for emulation. He
came a stranger to her borders, with no kinsman
there to push his fortunes. Alone and unaided,
save by the forces abiding in his own character, he
has inscribed his record imperishably in her annals.
When the fierce notes of ci viI war rang through the
land she summoned him from a distant city to lead
forth the flower of her youth to battle. In her dire
necessity she turned to him. When the nation, recognizing his merit, called him to higher duties, this
state, never forgetful, applauded his success by a
vote of thanks and the presentation of a sword.
When gracious peace shed its radiance abroad and
the uniform of the soldier was laid aside, the com-

16
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mon weal th agai n and again conferred her chief magistracy upon him. Later she placed him in the Senate of the United States, and there he was continued
until with him time faded into eternity and history
took his fame securely into her keeping. His death
wrapped the state in gloom, and touched the heart
of the nation. His remains lay in state in the most
imposing edifice within our limits, where thousands
flocked to view them. A public funeral was accorded him, and rarely has any man's bier been followed with so much sincere mourning. The general apprehension pervading the land as a whole
people anxiously watched their chief magistrate in
a protracted death struggle cau~ed hy an assassin's
bullet, intensified the already oppressi ve sadness.
No accessory was lacking to impress the mind. Soldiers and civilians, senators and citizens, his former
comrades-in-arms of every grade and rank, joined
the sad procession that marched with muffled drums
and heavy hearts to the last resting-place of mortality. It was a wonderful exhibition of sorrow. Seldom, if ever, in the history of the state has so mnch
love and esteem been bestowed upon an illustrious
son as upon him to whose virtues we have to-day
assembled to do homage.
Six times the flowers of May have decorated the
graves of our fallen heroes since the remains of
Ambrose E. Burnside were borne from this square
to be consigned to their kindred dust. In that period the mind should have recovered from the magnetism of the personal presence of the man so as to
be able to obtain a clear insight of his character.

GENERAL ROGERS' ORATION.
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Let us etri ve to marshal the elements that caused
all this affection, all this applause, all this honor in
life, and has secured for him in death such an imposing memorial as has just been un veiled.
First of all, he was Rhode Island's foremost soldier
in the late rebellion. What instinct led to the selection of Burnside as a leader in the great uprising
here, caused by the firing on Sumter, it is difficult
to trace, but when to Governor Sprague's inquiry,
how soon he could take command of a Rhode Island
regiment that would go to Washington that week,
came Burnside's laconic reply-" At once,"-followed by his appearance in Pro\·idence the next
morning for duty, the people felt that he was the
man for the occasion. His noble mien, his quiet,
assured bearing, his knowledge of military details
where all were anxious to do but lacked the direction his presence so opportunely gave, transformed
fear to hope, and anxiety to confidence. His care
of his men was almost patriarchal, and never was
an officer more beloved and respected than was
Colonel Burnside by the First Rhode Island. The
trying ordeal of Bull Run, where he commanded a
brigade, brought him naught but honor, and upon
the termination of his regiment's three months' term
of service he was made a brigadier-general.
His active mind reaching out for a larger sphere
of usefulness than the organization of troops for
the Army of thfj Potomac, to which he was at first
assigned, led him to propose so satisfactory a plan
of operations against the coast of North Carolina,
that he was ordered to calTY it into execution. In
3
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the depth of winter the expedition started, and
nothing could have been more unpromising than its
beginning. Even the elements seemed to conspire
against it, for, upon leaving Fortress Monroe, a
storm of twenty-eight days duration, almost without cessation, threatened it with destruction. All
obstacles, however, were successfully overcome, and
the victory of Roanoke Island, the capture of Newberne, and the reduction of Fort Macon, followed in
rapid succession, so that the flag of the Union was
firmly established upon the soil of a seceded state.
The year 1861 went out in gloom for the loyal
North. Treason had reared its head successfully in
the very heart of the republic and had stalked unchecked to the entranco of the capital. Defeat at
Bull Run had overwhelmed the effort to suppress it
in Virginia, and the people, discouraged at what
seemed the interminable inactivity of their main
army, knew not where to turn for the light of hope
or the prospect of success. Then, it was, that the
news of Burnside's exploits electrified the nation;
and the apparently impenetrable veil of darkness,
woven out of disaster and disappointment, was dispelled by the tidings from North Carolina. Guns
belched forth joyous salutes in the chief cities of the
North; the whole country cheered; and plaudits for
Burnside rang through the land. The President and
the Secretary of War" expressed their high appreciation;" General McClellan, then in the zenith of
his power, wrote, "Your success seemS to be the
most brilliant yet;" the Mayor of the great municipality of New York issued a proclamation of con-
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gratulation; and the legislatures of three loyal states
passed votes of thanks, the General Assembly of
Ohio regarding his success "as the beginning of
what all patriots hope may be the speedy end of the
great rebellion.''' Never were victories more grateful to the weary heart of the nation; and upon their
winner were showered general laudation and the
most fervent benediction.
The same vigor that conquered armed treason,'
suppressed it when disarmed. "Whoever," ran
Burnside's order, "shall, within the limits to which
the lInion arms may extend in this department,
utter one word against the Government of these
United States, will be at once arrested -and closely
confined. It must be distinctly understood that
this department is under martial law, and treason,
expressed or implied, will meet with a speedy punishment." ,
The advent of summer turned all eyes upon McClellan; and Burnside, now a major-general, was
transferred to Virginia, his work in North Carolina
having ended. His career, thus far, had given him
fame, reputation, and promotion, and had placed
him in the rank of successful generals. In the
words of the Compte de Paris, he was" an extremely
brave officer and a loyal man, who at Roanoke had
displayed true military capacity.'"
Burnside's fortunes now became linked with the
Army of the Potomac, in which the military enmi1 Official Recorde of tbe War of tbe Rebellion; Ser. I., Vol. IX., 363, 375.
Burnside and the Ninth Army Corps, SO.
~ Official Records of the War of the Rebellion; Ser. I, VoL L'\., 380.
'Compte de Parie' History of tbe Civil \Var in America; Yol. IJ., 31'12.
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ties and jealousies peculiar to all armies, raged with
bitter intensity. The praise he was entitled to for
the battle of South Mountain, fought by his troops
and under his orders, received no recognition from
McClellan. At Antietam he won distinction, though,
since the battle, some have sought to excuse McClellan
at his expense. A writer, whose virulence against
Burnside neutralizes his ability to harm, the worthlessness of whose criticism is illustrated by his statement "that there are strong grounds for believing
that McClellan was the best commander the Army
of the Potomac ever had," not even excepting Grant,
and that" it is easy to believe that with him in command, the Army of the Potomac would never have
seep such dark days as those of the Wilderness and
Cold Harbor," is forced to these admissions as to
Burnside at Antietam. " There is little doubt," says
Palfrey, "that McClellan was dissatisfied with Burnside when he published his report, but his report is
dated August 4, 1863, nine months after Burnside
had taken his place as commander of the Arniy of
the Potomac, and when McClellan was very prominent as an injured hero, and not very unlikely to
be the next President of the United States. As for
McClellan's feeling at the time, there is in existence the strongest and most respectable testimony
to the effect that a week after the battle, McClellan
aud Burnside appeared to be on terms of the most
intimate friendship, and that some, at least, of those
best qualified to judge, believed that Burnside's part
in the battle had McClellan's unqualified approval.'"
1 Plollfrey'8 Tbe AntielRm and Fredericksburg (Scribner'. Campaigns of tbe Civil 'Var,
VoL V.). 134, 135,lOi.
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Burnside was constantly advancing in favor at
\Vashington, and soon was to succeed to the command of the Army of the Potomac, not only without intrigue or desire ou his part, but despite his
refusals and remonstrances. As this advancement
has provoked much adverse criticism, let us glance
at the manner in which this grave responsibility
was thrust upon him; and his own simple recital
best tells the story.
"On the 7th or 8th of November," he says, "I
received an order from the President of the United
States directing me to take command of the Army
of the Potomac, and also a copy of the order relieving General McClellan from that command. This
order was conveyed to me by General Buckingham,
who was attached to the War Department. After
getting over my surprise, the shock, &c., I told General Buckingham that it was a matter that required
very serious thought; that I did not want the command; that it had been offered to me twice before,
and I did not feel that I could take it. I consulted
with two of my staff-officers in regard to it for, I
should think, an hour and a half. They urged upon
me that I had no right, as a soldier, to disobey the
order, and that I had already expressed to the govvernment my unwillingness to take the command.
I told them what my views were with reference to
my ability to exercise such a command, which views
were those I had already unreservedly expressedthat I was not competent to command such a large
army as this. I had said the same over and over
again to the President and Secretary of War. . . .

.-----'

22

BURNSIDE STA.TUE DEDICA.TION.

After I had consulted with my staff-officers, I went
to see General McClellan himself, and he agreed
with them that this was an order which I, as a soldier, had to obey. He said that he could not retain
the command, for he, as a soldier, would have to
obey the order directi ng him to give up that command. I then assumed that command.'''
'Was there ever a more magnificent, more magnanimous self-immolation than this? Ambition
would have greedily grasped so glittering a prize,
but his self-sacrificing patriotism bade him decline
the proffered honor, and to accept it, when thrust
upon him, only after vigorous protest. Brave and
disinterested patriot! Whatever fate might have in
store for thee, thy pure, unselfish spirit merited' a
more enduring tribute than bronze and granite; and
so long as patriotism and the love of country abide
in this republic, so long will thy name and memory
linger in the hearts of thy countrymen.
Now comes the darkest hour of Burnside's career
-the battle of Fredericksburg. When the troops
arrived at the Rappahannock with commendable
celerity, the tardiness of the govern men t had provided no means for crossing the river. "I supposed," wrote Burnside from the banks of that
stream, November 22d, more than three weeks before the battle, to Halleck's chief of staff, "the pontoon train would arrive at this place nearly simultaneously with the head of the column.
Had the pontoon bridge arrived even on the 19th or
20th the army could have crossed with trifling opJ

Report of the Joint Committee 00 the Cooduel of the War, Part I., 600.
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position.
I do not recall these facts in any
captious spirit, but simply to impress upon the general-in-chief that he cannot expect me to do as much
as if all the parts of the plan had been carried out.
The President said that the movement, in
order to be successful, must be made quickly, and
I thought the same.''' Days sped by, and weeks
elapsed in weary waiting, and then the golden opportunity had fled. Defeat followed delay, and
whatever responsibility attached to the commander,
the government's procrastination and the lack of
cordial cooperation on the part of his highest officers, were grand contributing causes. Burnside and
all his chief subordinates attributed the failure to
the non-arrival of the pontoons, and as Franklin, of
all the generals, was believed to be the least friendly
to the commander, and also to have been more responsible than any of them, his language before the
Committee on the Conduct of the War, is peculiarly
worth attention. "I would like to impress upon the
committee," said he, "as firmly as it is impressed
upon my mind the fact that this whole disaster has
resulted from the delay in the arrival of the pontoon
bridges. Whoever is responsible for that delay is
responsible for all the disasters which have followed.''' President Lincoln rendered his verdict
upon Fredericksburg five days after the battle, in
an address to the Army of the Potomac in these
words: "Although you were not successful, the attempt was not an error, nor the failure other than
I

Report of the Joint Committee 00 the Conduct of the War, Pari I., 646.

~Idtm. 662,
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an accident.''' Whether Burnside should have attacked at all after the delay of the pontoon s, is open
to question, but McClellan was relieved on account
of his excuses and probrastination, and Burnside.
was appointed to carry out a more vigorous policy.
Had Franklin adequately supported the gallant and
successful charge of Meade's division on the left,
many believe the fortunes of the day would have
been different, and it is certain that several of the
generals gave their commander anything but a
hearty support.' Franklin, as a soldier, was practically ruined by Fredericksburg, and President Lincoln, in writing to General Hooker, used these
words: "I think that during General Burnside's
command of the army you have taken counsel of
your ambition, and thwarted him as much as you
could, in which you llid a great wrong to the country and to a most meritorious and honomble brotherofficer." 3

Though Burnside, the soldier, suffered defeat, yet
Burnside, the patriot and self-sacrificing hero, won
a· great triumph at Fredericksburg. The country
was depressed at the result of the battle and the
government was censured for its tardiness as to the
pontoons, and was believed to have forced Burnside
to battle. Rarely has a man had so strong a temptation to keep silent as Burnside had then. The
burden of care weighed heavily upon that great and
good man who, as President, had to bear the responsibility of the government; his tender giant heart,
I PQore'll Life of Burnside, 196.
') Report of tbe Joint Committee on Ille Conduct of ilie "'ar, Part f., 724, 72[0.
3 Compte de I'aris' Hi/;WI"Y of tbe Ch'jJ War in America, Vol. 3, 861.
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full of love for God, his fellow-man, and his
country, was grieved; and his noble brow, roulld
which, even then, glowed the halo of future martyrdom, was furrowed by the embarrassments surrounding him. Then, it was, that the moral heroism of
Burnside broke forth, illumining the whole country by its grandeur, averting from· government the
popular distrust settling upon it, and turning the
vanquished soldier into a moral victor. He assumed
the whole responsibility. "For the failure in the
attack," he wrote General Halleck, "I am responsiThe fact that I decided to move from
ble.
Warrenton on to this line rather against the opinion
of the President, Secretary of War, and yourself, and
that you left the whole movement in my hands, without gi ving me orders, makes me responsible.'" Magnanimity has never made a nobler exhibition than
this. The country recognized it, and Burnside's defeat was well-nigh forgotten in admiration of Burnside's magnanimity, for the defeated general was
transformed into the glorified man.'
Undaunted by disaster the commander of the
Army of the Potomac proposed another movement,
but, lacking proper government support, he asked
SO

l Poore's Life of Burnside, 194.
~ The pure and unselfish character of General Burnside's patriotiam ill well illustrated by
the following statement furoil!hed by General Oharles G. Loring, whose service upou
Burnside's staff covered the period of the Fredericksburg campaign. Says General Loring:
"Rev. Augustus W·oodbury wrote a newspaper article, at the time, showing that the
delay in forwarding the pontoous was clearly due to the military authorities at Washington,
primarily Halleck; that tbis delay prevented the interception of Lee's march and led to
Burnside'a repulse at Fredericksburg. I saw ii, and asked Mr. Woodbury to revise, am·
plify and Pllt it in shape for circulation. This he did. It WIlS printed in pamphlet form and
an edition struck off at my expense. On ~entioning it to Burnside he replied in most emphatic terms that, with his consent, nothing should be said to weaken the confidence of the
nation in its government, that the reputation of an individual was of no account in the
eeales. So the edition WIlS destroyed I kept II half dozen copice, never distributed."

4
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to be relieved of his command, and resigned his
commission. His request was granted, but his resignatiqn declined, for Lincoln's heart and Stanton's
head admonished them that such patriotism, untinctured by ambition and undimmed by selfishness,
was not to be dispensed with, and that, too, at a
time when patriotic pretension too often took the
place of a patriotic heart.'
After two months of grateful rest the command
of the Army of the Ohio summoned Burnside again
to active duty. Fresh honors and distinction were
in store for him, and his victories were again to
cheer the heart of the nation. His successful occupation of Knoxville furnished a rallying point for
the Union-loving but secession-ridden people of East
Tennessee, where he was hailed as a deliverer; and,
in that far-off state, the name of Burnside is well
nigh as beloved as here in our own Rhode Island.
The forces of rebellion beat against that devoted
city in a mad effort to wrest it from his grasp, and
Longstreet's columns first besieged, and then assaulted it, but ali in vain. The advancing rebels
were opposed before reaching the town, and their
fiery assaults upon the works of the city were repulsed with slaughter. Coppee, in (hant and his
Campaigns,' says: "The assault was made in the
most determined manner. .
The fighting was
more desperate than any known in the war. But
the rebel efforts were vain; and when they were
finally repulsed, their dead and wounded lay in
piles ten feet deep in the ditch." Joy bore the glad
llteport of the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, Part 1., 721.
2 Page 2Hl.
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tidings of this gallant defence throughout the land,
and the Army of the Ohio recall with pride and exultation its service with Burnside at Campbell's Station and in the trenches of Knoxville. A son of
Tennesseec an best bear witness to Burnside's services to his state as a few sentences from the remarks
of Major Pettibone' in the National House of Representatives will testify. "To-day," he said, "we
mourn the loss of that gallant gentleman and stout
soldier, Ambrose E. Burnside. As the representative of the first district of Tenn"essee, a district
which sent thousands of its citizens to swell the
ranks of the Union army under his command, I
cannot refrain from laying a little sprig of mountain
laurel on the grave of the deliverer of East Tennessee. In the darkest hour of the civil war it was his
good fortune to lead the Union forces across the
mountains and to bring back to our people the
loved banner which their fathers had followed when
Andrew Jackson led the Tennessee soldiers on the
plains of Chalmette in the defence of New Orleans.
And it is entirely safe to say, that among the homes
of the Union people of ·Eastern Tennessee no name
is to-day held in dearer remembrance than his. . . .
Among our mountains hundreds of children have
been named for him, for he won the heart-love of
our people."
Suffering from a complaint which had troubled
him all summer, and anxiolls to pay some attention
to his pri vate affairs, General Burnside tendered his
resignation September 10th, 1863, and received from
I Memol'ial Addresses on Oeneral Bllru.sidc in Congress, 74.
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the President by telegraph the following reply: "A
thousand thanks for the late success you have given
us. We cannot allow you to resign until things
shall be a little more settled in East Tennessee.'''
Three months later, after the siege of Knoxville had
'been raised, the weary warrior was relieved from
service and allowed to seek needed rest and recuperation for a few weeks, when new duties were assigned him.
Having recruited and filled up his gallant old
inth Corps, he was ordered to join the Army of
the Potomac with it, in April, 1864, and he participated with credit in the succession of trials and
battles under Grant that finally planted that army
before Petersburg, the losses of the Ninth Corps
alone in that memorable forty days' campaign being
nearly eight thousand killed, wounded and missing.
Arrived before Petersburg General Burnside encouraged the construction of a mine under the enemy's
works, proposed and accomplished by LieutenantColonel Pleasants, a volunteer officer and one of his
subordinates. As blame in regard to the mine, that
belonged to others, has been cast upon Burnside,
with slender justice it would seem, let us analyze it
a little. Colonel Pleasants, in narrating before the
Committee on the Conduct of the War, how he
lacked for necessary tools, instruments, and other
appliances, nses this language: "General Burnside
told me that General Meade and Major Duane, chief
engineer of the Army of the Potomac, said the thing
could not be done; that it was all clap-trap and nonI

Poore's Life of Burnside, 217.

,
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sense; that such a length of mine had never been
excavated in military operations, and could not be;
that I would either get the men smothered for want
of air, or crushed by the falling of the earth; or
the enemy would find it out, and it would amount
to nothing.
General Burnside, the corps
commander, and General Potter, the division commander, seemed to be the only high officers who
believed in it.'" Notwithstanding all these auguries
of evil testified to by Colonel Pleasants-and General Meade himself was a regular officer of engineers
-all obstacles, including jealousy and distrust, were
at last overcome, and the mine was successfully
completed. General Burnside, on whose corps was
to devolve the initiatory assault, had selected for
this duty General Ferrero and his colored division,
which was fresh and had been drilled for three
weeks with special reference to it; whereas the other
divisions of the Ninth Corps were fagged and weary
with arduous and incessant service in the trenches.
The assault was to be made at dawn of day, and,
the afternoon before, General Burnside was ordered
to substitute a white for the colored division. It
must be remembered that Burnside had selected
what, in his opinion, were the best troops for the
occasion, and when his choice of the commander
and the specially trained division was set aside at
the last moment, he was at a loss for a second choice,
so he had his other division commanders determine
it by lot. If General Burnside's superiors thought
1 Report of the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, 1865; Vol. 1., Battle of
Petersbul'g, 113.
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that his first choice was not the wisest, and took the
responsibility of overruling it, why did they not,
also, overrule his second, or, indeed, make the choice
themselves, if they had any, for neither Grant nor
Meade seemed very delicate about it. All the officers of the Ninth Corps examined, testified that, in
their opinion, General Ferrero's colored division was
the one for the service; and General Grant himself
swore as follows: "I blame myself a little for one
thing.
I was informed of this fact: that
General Burnside, who was fully alive to the importance of this thing, trusted to the pulling of straws
which division should lead. It happened to fall
on what I thought was the worst commander in his
corps. I knew that fact before the mine was exploded, but did nothing in regard to it. That is the
only thing I blame myself for..
. I think the
cause of the disaster was simply the leaving the passage of orders from one to another down to an inefficient man. I blame his seniors also for not seeing
that he did his duty, all the way up to myself. . . .
General Burnside wanted to put his colored division
in front, and I believe if he had done so it would
have been a success.'"
Grant also wrote to Meade,
-" So fair an opportunity will probably never occur
again for carrying fortifications;'" and yet, Burnside,
the man who had provided that opportunity despite
all discouragements, who had selected and trained a
division to lead the assault which, if allowed by othI Report or the Joint Committee on tbe Conduct
Peteuburg. 110,111.

'ldf'lII.46.
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ers to do so, would, in the opinion of Grant, have
made it a success, was sought to be held responsible
for the failure. The Committee on the Conduct of
the War, however, blamed Meade and not Burnside,
for, after taking much testimony, they reported to
Congress "that, in their opinion, the cause of the
disastrous result of the assault of the 30th of July
is mainly attributable to the fact that the plans and
suggestions of the geueral who had devoted his attention for so long a time to the subject, who had
carried out to a successful completion the project of
mining the enemy's works, and who had carefully
selected and drilled his troops for the purpose of
securing whatever advantages might be attainable
from the explosion of the mine, should have been
so entirely disregarded by a general who had evinced
no faith in the successful prosecution of that work,
had aided it by no countenance or open approval,
and had assumed the entire direction and control
only when it was completed, and the time had come
for reaping any advantages that might be derived
from it."
It is not to be wondered at, under all the circum1

stances, that Meade, with his peculiar disposition,
should have quarrelled with Burnside, for Meade,
in Grant's words, "was unfortunately of a temper
that would get beyond his control, at times, and
make him speak to officers of high rank in the most
. This made it unpleasant
offensive manner.
at times, even in battle, for those around him to
1 Report of the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, 1866; Vol. I:. Battle of
PetcrlIburg, 11.

•
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approach him even with information.''' Burnside,
accordingly, retired from the Army of the Potomac,
and again tendered his resignation, which was again
refused, and, not until the war closed, was he allowed
to resign his commission.
Such was Burnside, the soldier. When the war
began he was a civilian, having, years before, been
at West Point and a lieutenant of artillery. By
merit alone, for he had no political power. to push
him, and he came from the smallest state in the
Union, he attained the rank of a major-general and
to the command of armies, among them the Army
of the Potomac, the greatest ever marshalled under
the folds of the American flag. He won victories
and rendered illustrious service. He was not always
successful, but he was always patriotic. If he had
his limitations as a general, they did not proceed
from an unsound heart or an insubordinate spirit.
Comparisons are invidious and not to be indulged
in, but his admirers do not claim to rank him with
those three superlatively great leaders, the maximi
omnium in the civil war, for whom the grades of
general and lieutenant-general were created, two of
whom still survive to receive the blessings of their
countrymen, one of them delighting us with his
presence here to-day. It is enough that Burnside
served his country well in her hour of need, and
won the gratitude of the nation. The hearts of his
soldiers ever went out to him, and to his death he
could enter no assemblage of veterans without eliciting the most enthusiastic applause. Fortunate for
I

Per80nal Memoira of U. B. Grant; Vol. 11., $38.

GENERAL ROGERS' ORATION.

33

Rhode Island, if, in every future struggle, she .shall
be able to present to the nation, as her representative, so gallant and capable a soldier as Ambrose E.
Burnside.
His service to the state in civil capacities strengthened his hold upon the affections of the commonwealth. Thrice he was elected governor, and so
satisfactorily did he conduct himself in the Senate
of the United States that he was reelected almost
without opposition.
But greater than Burnside, the soldier or statesman, was Burnside, the patriot. His magnanimity
exalted his character and illumined his fame. In
moral heroism he was a giant; in patriotism unsurpassed. There, he could challenge comparison with
the greatest. To so lofty a plane, in these respects,
did he attain, that the shafts of envy and jealousy
could not reach him, and the detractions of ignorance and prejudice fell harmless at his feet. Bismarck beheld him and trusted him at once. The
generals of France placed equal confidence in him
and admitted him to their beleagured capital. No
other man in all the world passed between the hostile armies of France and Germany with the same
trust as he. The testimony of those who opposed
him in arms is truly striking. This is the language
of Wade Hampton, of South Carolina, in the United
States Senate, in regard to him: "When he sheathed
his sword, which had never been tarnished by dishonor nor stained by cruelty, he promptly extended
the hand which had so resolutely grasped that sword
in war to those who had been his enemies.

,
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War, with all its attendant, inevitable horrors, could
not change his gentle and noble nature, for he seemed
to be absolutely free from all the bitterness it might
naturally have engendered, and his highest aim, his
constant efforts were directed always toward the
reconciliation, the harmony, and the enduring peace
of the country.'" Rarely is so self-sacrificing a
spirit encountered in human experience. He excused others, himself never. In General Grant's
words,-" He always admitted his blunders, and
extenuated those of officers under him beyond what
they were entitled to.'" Rank, pride, everything,
he put behind him to serve his' country. At his
own suggestion he waived his seniority of rank in
1864, to relieve the embarrassments of government
wishing him to serve under General Meade. With
what splendor does he contrast with generals of
lesser soul, who, in later days, unjustly sought to
excuse themselves at his expense, when, after Fredericksburg, he tore aside the screen of silence and
boldly avowed-" For the failure in the attack I am
responsible." No hazard was too great for him
when the public weal demanded it, as he was mindful ever of the public good, forgetful only of his
own. Comrades of the late civil war, point to me,
if you can, an example of as great self-abnegation
as this! Describing his expedition to North Carolina, before our Soldiers and Sailors' Historical Society, he says: " My headquarters were on board a
large steamer, the George Peabody, but I took for
1

Memorial Addresses on General Burnside in Congress, 24.
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my headquarters during the voyage a small propeller called the Picket, which was in reality the
smallest vessel in the fleet, and had with me two or
three of my staff officers. I was moved to do this
because of the great criticism wbich had been made
as to the unseaworthiness of the vessels of the fleet,
and because of a desire to show to the men my faith
in their adaptability to the service. Their weaknesses were known to me, but they were the best that
could be procured, and it was necessary that the service should be performed even at the risk of losing
At times, it seemed as
lives by shipwreck.
if the waves, which appeared to us mountain high,
would engulf us, but then the little vessel would
ride them and stagger forward in her course. . . .
In thinking of it now, it seems almost miraculous
that she escaped the great dangers through which
she passed at sea, and the still greater danger of the
breakers on the bar.''' Self-sacrificing patriot! thy
matchless magnanimity, thy pure and lofty heroism,
sullied by no personal ends or aspirations, dimmed
by no unworthy motive, crown thy character, and
throne thee in the hearts of men.
Such was he, whom the constituency of his comrades, the soldiers of Rhode Island, who, in the
times that tried men's souls, served with him in victory and defeat, and knew him best and loved him
most, who appreciated his high purpose, his gentle
forbearance, his generous heart, his nobility of soul,
and, most of all, his illustrious service, decreed
worthy of monumental bronze. Such, also, was he,
I Durnaide'il The BurD5idc Expedition, 14, 16, 17.
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whom the people of Rhode Island honored with this
imposing memorial, for this is Rhode Island's statue,
scarcely one per cent. of its total cost having come
from beyond her borders. This structure, then, is
Rhode Island's eulogy upon Ambl'ose E. Burnside,
and, with striking fitness, the grateful state has
placed it here in the most spacious square of its
chief city, where he, whom it commemorates, began
and ended his career of fame; for this is the Campus
Ma1·tius, whence, twenty-six years ago, after receiv- I
ing, almost on this very spot, the blessing of the
holy man of God, he Jed his First Rhode Island
Regiment direct to its embarkation for the scene of
action. Here, too, twenty years later, from yonder
stately edifice presiding with grace and grandeur at
the head of this square, when the mortal life was
ended and the immortal crown was won, his earthly
remains passed from the sight of man forever.
Where, then, could this statue have been so fitly
placed as here?
Rhode Island, small in size, is rich in memories,
and she is proud to have been able to furnish to the
nation as her representatives in the three great conflicts in which it has been engaged, Nathaniel Greene,
Oliver Hazard Perry, and Ambrose Everett Burnside.
The visitor to this square, impressed with the magnitude of the struggle that gave freedom to four million
slaves and assured the integrity of the Union, catching inspiration from yonder towering monument
dedicated to heroic spirits inhabiting the Rhode
Island Valhalla, as he approaches this statue and
admires the skill of the artist and the beauty of his
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work, the noble mien and majestic presence here
portrayed, will behold, not alone the form and lineaments of Ambrose E. Burnside, but also, represented and typified by him, the lofty aim, the exalted purpose, and the unfaltering patriotism, that
animated the soldiers of Rhode Island.
Governor Davis then presented to the assemblage Mr. Lannt
Thompson, of New York, the sculptor of the statne, who, in a
single sentence, expressed his appreciation of the high honor of
having been selected to perform tbe work of commemorating a
man who had done so much for his state and the country, and tl1e
hope that the monument would prove satisfactory to the city and
the commonwealth in which the subject of it was beld in such just
esteem and honor.
Colonel Robert H. T. Goddard representing tbe Monument
Committee, was n{lxt introduced, who, in confiding the custody of
the statue to the City of Providence, made the following address:
COLONEL GODDARD'S ADDRESS.

The profound grief which followed the sudden
death of Rhode Island's foremost soldier was not an
evanescent nor a fleeting sentiment. The love for
General Burnside in this state was deep and abiding. It had a lodgment in the heart of every soldier
who had participated in the hardships, the perils and
the glorious results of the war. It was shared by
every man, woman and child who had ever come
under the spell of his personal"charm, or who had
ever listened to the tale of those patriotic and unselfish services, which are now the undying heritage of
his countrymen.
The boom of the parting salute over the grave of
our friend and comrade had scarcely died away, when
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a Rhode Island veteran who had begun an honorable
military career in the First Rhode Island Regiment
under Colonel Burnside, suggested that a monument
should be raised, which should recall to all coming
generations the memory and the deeds of the soldier and the patriot. This proposition was heartily
received and adopted by the people of Rhode Island.
An organization was soon effected, the necessary
machinery put in motion, and citizens and sol):liers
freely contributed to insure the success of this work
of love and gratitude. The State of Rhode Island
hastened to do honor to her distinguished son, and
the city of Providence generously and cordially coiiperated with the state.
Although in the early history of this monument
only a bronze figure of the man was proposed, a
maturer judgment called for something more commanding. It was urged that no other than an equestrian statue would be appropriate for the hero who
had led armies to battle; and the munificent aid
furnished by the state and city insured the adoption
of this most fitting form of memorial. The committee charged with the execution of this sacred
trust, after careful deliberation, selected Launt
Thompson, of New York, as the sculptor to whom
this work of patriotic devotion should be confided.
No artist ever had a more noble or a more picturesque subject. The interesting and difficult task of
casting the statue from the model of Mr. Thompson
was assigned to the Henry-Bonnard Bronze Company, of New York. The natural and praiseworthy
desire so universal in this country since the war, of
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perpetuating, in enduring bronze, the heroes of the
great conflict to preserve the life of the nation, has
greatly developed and encouraged the industry of
working this metal. From Barbedienne and Thiebault, in Paris, and from other famous establishments in Europe, which have scattered all over the
world the most accurate reproductions of classic art
as well as the master-pieces of the most gifted living
artists, have come experienced workmen to aid and
reinforce this important American enterprise. Henry
O. Avery, of Jew York, made the design for the granite pedestal; and an old soldier and warm friend of
Geueral Burnside, an accomplished architect of this
city, gave freely his time and talents in adapting it
to its location, and in supervising its construction.
The contmct to build the pedestal was awarded to
Isaac M. Sweet, of Providence, who has done the
work in a most satisfactory manner.
Vie owe, therefore, this noble and enduring monument to the grateful and patriotic sentiment of the
people of Rhode Island, to the genius of Launt
Thompson, and to the skill and enterprise of the
Henry-Bonnard Bronze Company.
Such was the inception and such the progress of
this work, which stands before us to-dav
• in its completed dignity, worthy, we trust, of the deathless
fame of the original. This brass will speak to generations yet unborn and will impart a lesson of devotion to duty and of the purest love of eountry.
It will crumble with decay before the story of his
deeds shall fade from the memory of a grateful people or vanish from the annals of our land. Of him,
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as of all those whose memory it is our pride and
duty to revere and perpetuate, we may say:
"So let them die! The world shows nothing lost;
Therefore, not blood! above or underneath,
Wha.t matter, brothers, if ye keep your post
On duty's side? As sword returns to sheath,
So dust to grave, but souls find pla.ce in Heaven.
Heroic 'daring is the tnle success,
And though your ends were hopeless, we should bless
Your cause as holy! Strive-and, having striven,
Take, for God's recompense, that righteousness! ..

May it please your Honor :-One more, and the
final act in these ceremonies of dedication remains.
In the name of the monument committee, and by
its authority, I now commit forever to the custody
of the city of Providence this equestrian statue of
Major-General Ambrose Everett Burnside. Relying
upon the patriotism and loyalty of her citizens, we
are confident that this charge will be gratefully and
cheerfully accepted. God grant that the day may
never come when this fair land shall be menaced
with fratricidal strife or foreign war; but if such
desolation should ever befall our country, the example of knightly honor and of unselfish patriotism which this memorial will ever recall to our children and to our children's children, will arouse and
stimulate them to maintain at any sacrifice, the
goodly heritage which we have received from our
fathers, and to transmit it in undiminished splendor
to the latest generations.
His Honor, ?lfayor Gilbert F. Robbins, then a.ccepted the memorial in behalf of the city in these words:
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MR. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN OF THE COMMITTEE: The pleasant duty of receiving on behalf of
tbe city of Providence the statue of General Burnside devolves upon me. That this city should have
been selected as the place wherein to erect this memorial is an honor of which the citizens may justly
be proud. The eminent services of Major-General
Ambrose E. Burnside as a soldier have endeared
him to the hearts of the people of this city, state
and nation, and the memory of his distinguished
patriotism will forever remain and be cherished by
future generations, while this monument here erected
will stand a grand and imposing tribute and testimonial of the esteem and love of his comrades-in-arms
and a mark of appreciation of all those who have
united to do him bonoI'.
Yonder figure in silent bronze will look down
upon the hurrying throng as they pass before it
through the coming years and mutely appeal by
the heroic deeds of him whom it commemorates to
that great love of country and highest patriotism,
which he so fully exemplified.
Across this plaza stands the monument to those
who nobly served their country, and gave their life's
blood for the honor of this city and state, and bravely
followed him at the first call of their common counJ ow, both he and they are fittingly immortaltry.
ized in bronze, and the city becomes the proud
custodian of this last memorial contributed by a
generous and grateful people.

•
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Gentlemen of the Committee and Donors :-In accepting this statue I pledge you on behalf of the city
of Providence that it will ever be preserved and cared
for with the regard due to its value as a work of art,
but above all for the respect which the people bear
for the soldier it represents. The citizens of the city
of Providence are to be congratulated that another
imposing statue adorns the city, one which will
speak to coming generations of him who left an
imperishable name for deeds nobly done, and which
will forever remain a legacy of honor to the city,
the state and the nation.
In conclusion the benediction was pronounced by the Rev.
Christopher Hughes, of St. Patrick's Church, as follows:
REV. CHRISTOPHER HUGHES' BENEDICTION.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Ghost. Amen.
Almighty and Eternal God, who by the hands of
Melchisedeck didst bless the Patriarch Abraham and
all his companions, and who at the voice of Isaac
didst pour forth favors innumerable on Jacob and
his posterity, give ear, we beseech Thee, on this
occasion, to our humble prayer, and in view of the
ministry of Thy Divine Son's most sacred priesthood in which we, though unworthy, have been
made partakers, ext,md the right hand of Thy power
over us to-day, and bless not only the people of this
city and of this state, but every single soul living
withi n the borders and under the flag of this great
republic. Bless them with every temporal blessing;
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with prosperity and abundance; with all the comforts and refinements of our ever-increasing civilization, with wise and just laws and upright rulers,
with an intense and abiding appreciation of civil
and religious liberty, with a judicious aversion for
domestic strife and foreign wars, and at the same
time with a most enthusiastic, self-sacrificing patriotism so well exemplified in the hero whose memory
we honor to-day.
But bless them especially with the blessings of the
spiritual order. Bestow on them a full and perfect
knowledge of all the sacred truths revealed to this
world by Thy Holy Spirit on the first Pentecost, and
give them a quickened sense of the dread and wondrous realities of the invisible world. Grant that
they may always abhor and discountenance every
form of modern infidelity; fill their souls with a
deep and sincere reverence of Thy holy law, and
may their daily life, their avocations, labors and
aspirations, their zeal in the cause of the arts and
sciences and of literature, be ever permeated by the
warmth, the light and the glory of the incarnate
Redeemer.
All these blessings and graces we pray Thee to
grant them through the all-saving merits of the
blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who
with Thee and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth
one God world without end. Amen.
The exercises came to a close with the "American Hymn," by
the American Band. General Sherman, Governors Davis and
Lounsbury, and other distinguished military and civic guests were
then driven to the residence of Adjutant-General Dye!', on Power

•
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Street, where a reception was held, and several of the Grand Army
Posts escorted their guests to the botels and balls engaged for
the service of refreshments, and other local organizations extended hospitalities to visiting bodies.
Thus was consummated this undertaking, dear to Rhode Islanders, and especially to the veterans who served in the late civil war.
The success of the dedication and the interest and enthusiasm
excited by the occasion, are best indicated by the newspapers of
the day, and the following is the testimony of the Providence
Journal of July fifth:

" One hundred and eleven ti-mes has t118 Glorious Fourth come
and gone upon Providence as town and city, but never, within the
memory of maD, has there been a more glorious one than the radiant sun of yesterday brought. It was an occasion which fulfilled
the elaborate plans and the expectant desires of months, and in
the fruition of both, it reached a greater point of brilliancy and
completeness than perhaps a celebration of any kind within the
limits of this Commonwealth has ever approached. Differing in
many respects as the two were, it was almost a unanimous opinion
that yesterday's observance of the national holiday equalled in
interest the celebration of the two hundred and fiftieth anniver·
sal'y of the founding of Providence. This fact was, of course,
largely owing to that special event in which centred so much of
the day's interest, the unveiling of the long-looked-for Burnside
monument. This it was that brougbt within our city's confines
multitudes of veterans who bad fought for their country under
the Rbode Island commander's leadership, as well as the legions
of citizen soldiery who joined with their elder brethren of war
experience in the enthusiastic observance of the day. Both
found limitless inspiration in the unusual significance which attached to the hero's memory, and the historic traditions of the
day. This was especially heightened by the presence of one of
the foremo~t and dearest figures in every old soldier's war memories, and one of the most glowing aud stimulating in the hearts of
the younger defenders of our liberty, General Sherman. This
general enthusiasm and patriotic zeal which so nolably filled the
ranks of the. great parade was communicated throughout tile vast
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throng that occupied the streets and marked the entire celebration
as one almost unique in its widely-spread observance.
H The day could scarcely have been more perfect.
Brightly as
the sun shone and undimmed as it was by a cloud, its warmth
was tempered by the fresh breezes that cooled the atmosphere
and banished the unendurable heat of the past week. Through
the torrid streets of the city and among the thronging multitudes
of marching military and eager spectators, its benignant breath
imparted a safety in out·of-doOl' exercise that is widely at vari·
allce with the inherited memories of the Fourth. Through the
clay it continued and blessed the varied sceDes of the eventful
hours with a kindly comfort. Being thus, the day called forth
all the sight-seers that the city and surrounding country could
furnish. The throng that filled the streets was almost something
unparalleled. From far and near they came i the raill'oarls all
contributed to the concourse with the utmost capacity they could
command j and into the streets the people were pouring from
early morning. It is estimated that the number of spectators in
the etreets could not have been less than 80,000 or 100,000 people. Such a fact is perhaps one of the most significant in connection with the celebration. Indeed, the celebration, it may be
said, was, in one sense, just as truly their work as of the brilliant
display of military and veteran forces. Each person composing
this great assemblage' testified by his presence the interest and
unusual significance that attached to the day and contributed to
the importance it will always hold among similar celebrations in
city and state. And it was such a crowd as is rarely to be seen
upon such occasions. Brought together from many miles radius
of town and country, it was animated by no mere sight-seeing
curiosity. The enthusiasm that was universally displayed along
the line of march and the intense interest at the impressive unveiling ceremonies had a deeper meaning j they were touched by
feelings of patriotism and loyal remembrance that bad a pecnliar
local and state significance. There was recalled the deep grief,
now softened and subdued by time, that was manifested a few
years ago when the dead hero, whose monument now impressively
guards one end of Exchange Place, lay in state in the massive
corridors of the City Hall at the other. Beyond this there was
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the remembrance of olrl war days, when as a yOllDg and brilliant
soldier the chieftain whose honor will be cherished in the memory
of yesterday, led Rhotle Island's tl'00PS to the war, in which the
less inspiring but not less weighty services of his peace career
were mingled. All these things l which made the day'a memorable
one, were reflected in some sort in the faces of the thickly gathered multitudes. Most of the disagreeable elements of such a
throng were absent, and good order and good feeliog were the
dominating characteristics.
" The day was filled from sunrise to late evening with a pro·
gramme of exercises that most fully and appropriately gave expression to the unusual significance of the day, especially as
regarded the connection that had been given it with a patriotic
spirit derived from the late war. The liberal appropriations by
the state and by the city, and the wise and efficient cooperation
of these two branches of government, resulted in a celebration
that did full credit to both state and city. Tbe liberal appropriations that had been made contributed especially to the military
Sllccess of the day, while the less formal events brought no less
distinctive features to the day's celebration. The joyous sonnds
of Grace Church Chimes, the more tumultuous clanging of the
bells of the city's churches at morning, noon and night, gM'e the
earliest announcement of the day. Then from ao early hour the
streets were filled with the brilliant uniforms of hurrying soldiery,
the strains of bands marching and conntermarching for the
elaborate formation that was required by the exigencies of the
great parade, the thundering salutes by the battery guns, the
afternoon and evening concerts, all made a union of sight and
sound that gave an unusually inspiriting aspect to the day.
"The magnificent parade was the feature of the day, and was
what chiefly signalized it as beyond any previolls celebration the
city has seen. In this the good management and executive skill
that characterized the day's proceedings were prominently displayed. Not only was the attendance of the great numbers of
veterans and Grand Army Posts especially provided for, but
everything that pertained to the parade was managed with tbe
accuracy of clockwork. Scarcely bad the clock marked the ap-
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pointed bour of 10.30 o'clock when the column was in motion up
Westminster Street, and the various divisions wheeled accurately
into line at their own allotted point. Glowing color, gleaming
muskets and brilliant music made the great pageant all that it
could be of brilliancy and military display. But with all this,
perhaps the chief, as it was the deepest, interest centred in the
ranks of the veterans j never before have so many of the nation's
defenders been seen here in parade since the days when they went
forth to the natiou's battles. Clad as they were in the dark blue
and unobtrusive dignity of the uniforms of the G. A. n.. and
veteran organizations, their appearance had less of the glitter of
the militia companies j but the steady step and erect beariug that
a quarter of :l. century has scarcely touched told the story. There
were in line not far from 5,000 mell, by actual count of the column. Of these the greater part, or 3,500, were in the Grand
Army and veteran organizations, and to them wore by all odds
the honors of the day. The appearance of Genersl Sherman
roused a universal warmth of enthusiasm among the veterans,
and one prolonged cheer followed his movements. General Sherman, the chief guest of the day, was obliged to leave the city
and the exercises at the monument before the finish, to take the
boat to Consnicut Park where his family are.
"An especially noteworthy feature was the lavish hospitality
of the local posts and organizations. The visiting veterans were
entertained in generous fashion, all available halls and hotels
being engaged for entertainment of these guests, Private hospitality was also largely shown, and the true Rhode Island geneI'·
osity was everywhere shown.
"The scene at the unveiling of the monument fittingly crowned
the imposing scenes of the day. The vast cleared space of Exchange Place, densely rimmed with closely packed humanity, the
monument standing covered from the expectant gaze of the assembled spectators, and the brilliant assemblage of military aud
civilian guests upon the platform, made an impressive spectacle j
and when the tJll'ee columns advanced down tlJe great square
simultaneously effecting a junction in magnificent platoons extending the entire width, the bands playing· simultaneously the
air of "1tfarching Through Georgia," the hearts of veteraus and
citizens alike were thrilled with the grandeur of the spectacle."
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The literary exercises at the statue, too, proved thoroughly
acceptable. Each speaker evoked much enthusiasm, and was
awarded generous applause. Upon the chief literary effort of
the occasion, the Providence Journal of July 5th contained this
appreciative editorial:
H Though the spectacular elements in yesterday's ceremonies
necessarily made a large part of the programme, great interest
centered in the oration which was pronounced upon the honored
hero to whose memory the statue was raised. Printed in full
elsewhere in this issue, it deserves, as it will undoubtedly receive,
the careful perusal of all those who were unavoidably excluded
from bearing it. General Rogers undertook a task that was by no
means an easy one. Like all those who came into close relations
with the lovable Burnside, he could but be, even at this late day,
somewhat under the influence of the siugular attracting power
which the gallaut commander always exerted over his friends.
The temptation, therefore, to fall into an excess of eulogy must
have been exceptionally strong, and it could only have been by
something of an effort that he could transform himself from the
personal admirer into the impartial, if friendly, judge. Yet that
seems to be precisely what he succeeded in doing j and on account
of that success he merits all praise, for an ovation of fulsome
eulogy, however lovingly offered, would have been as inappropriate to the occasion as an attack of bitter denunciation. Modest
even to the point of seH-depreciation, General BUfDside would
have been displeased with nothing so much as with an oratorical
apotheosis.
"Though, as befitted such an occasion. it was an avowedly
friendly tongue tbat told tbe story of tbe bero's life, yet tbe oration was es'Pecially notable for its substantial justice and fairness. It brought out with admirable clearness the salient points
of Burnside's character, his modesty, his self-abnegation) bis intense patriotism, his paternal care of his men, his almost oppressive sense of responsibility, his magnanimity toward his fellowofficers and his unwavering fidelity both in public duties and in
private friendships. Yet General Rogers did not shrink from
giving snfficient attention to the deficiencies and mistakes of bis
hero, to those errors in military science which Burnside himself
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would have been the first to insist should be admitted. The manner in whiclJ the orator treated the difficult questions springing
from the Fredericksbllrg affair was especia.lIy calm, just and adequate; for whatever must he said of tbe mistakes of the commander on that occasion, something of the disaster was unquestionably owing to lack of prompt support on tbe part of tbe
authorities at Washington in furnishing him with supplies. Candid, however, as the orator was at this point, he was not less just
throughout his entire portrayal of Burnside's character and services. 'Vbile properly repelling the undeserved and needlessly
bitter criticism thnt has sometimes been beard, be did not attempt
to palliate and excuse that which C!\Dllot be denied j and though
he gave to Rhode Island's foremost soldier in tile civil war all the
praise that on sucb an occasion was proper and deserved, he happily avoided all unseemly extravagance of laudation. No ODe
call read General Rogers's oration without drawing from it a clear
and comprehensive and truthful conception of the gallant and
tender soldier to hOlloring whom the day was given up.
"The style of the oration, too, was as admirable as its thought.
There was a pleasing absence of any excess of rhetoric, toward
using which the celebration of an event like that of yesterday is
always a temptation. But it was a chaste oration, ornate in its
simplicity, giving in plain, well-balanced and forceful language
such an account of the life and services, the motives and cbaracter of General Burnside as was alike worthy of the gallant
soldier who was speaking and the more famous soldier in whose
honor it was spoken. Admirably carried out as the whole programme of the day was, and significant as were all the details of
the ceremonies, the people of Rhode Island have especial reason
to congratulate themselves that the event called out so true and
finished an oration. The orator performed his task in a way that
did equal honor to his own qualities of heart and head and to
the judgment of those who selected him for the important position. General Burnside was, during liCe, exceptionally fortunate
'in having many staunch and faithfnl friends; nor on the day
which Rhode Island devoted to commemorating Lis services was
he less fortunate in being given a eulogist who was friendly without being extravagant and just without being severe."
7
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On July 15th the General Committee of the Veteran Organizations of Soldiers and Sailors of Rhode Island npon the BUl'Dside
Statue h~ld their final meeting, at which the following resolution
was unanimously adopted:
Resolved, That the thanks of this Committee be and they are hereby
presented
To the Building Committee for the very artistic and satisfactory statue
of General Burnside erected by them;
To General William R. 'Valker for his valuable assistance as consulting and erecting architect;
rro the Committee of Arrangements for the highly successful manner
in which they performed their part ;
To the Orator Cor his eloquent and impressive oration;
To the Chief Marshal and his Division and Assistant Marshals, and
the members of his and their staffs for their very acceptable services;
To the Chief of Police and the officers and men of the Police Department for the cheerful and efficient manner in which they dischnrged
their dntics;
And to all others connected with the erecting or unveiling of the
equestrian statue of Major·General Ambrose E. Burnside, for their
efforts which contributed to the success of the occasion.
The Committee desire to tender to one and all in any manner connected with the undertaking, their heartiest congratulations upon
the creditable consummation of, and the gratifying success that has
cro",-ned the project of erecting and unveiling an equestrian statue of
General Burnside, alike an ornament to the Oity of Providence, and a
pledge of the appreciation of the people of the commonwealth of the
character and services of him who was at once the foremost soldier of
Rhode Island, and the type a.nd representative of the brave and disinterested patriotism that characterized the soldiers of this state in the
late rebellion.

APPENDIX.

MAJOR-GENERAL AMBROSE E. BURNSIDE died suddenly at his
residence in Bristol, R. 1., of angina pectoris, on Tuesday, September 13,1881, at 10 55 A. ~I. So unexpectedly came the grim
summons that, as be was widowed and childless, with no kinsman
living in Rhode Island, his family physician and faithful servants
alone stood by his dying bedside. His colleague, Senator Anthony, in announcing the sad event in the United States Senate,
used these fitting expressions:

" This sudden and unexpected bereavement threw
the state into mourning. Every man in it felt that
he had lost a friend, a brother, a father, or a son.
The governor, responsive to the general desire, ordered to his memory the honor of a public funeral,
and charged himself with the execution of the order.
It was one of the most imposing and wonderful demonstrations of public respect and popular affection
ever witnessed in the state. The officials and the
chief dignitaries of the state participated in the
solemn ceremonies. Distinguished personages from
without the state, including members of both Houses
of Congress, some from far distances, and at great
personal inconvenience, attended to pay the last
tribute of respect to Rhode Island's dead senator.
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"The melancholy procession wound its slow way
through streets lined with a sorrowing population
and somber with the draperies of woe. Lovlng
hands laid his form by the side of the bride of his
youth; his old companions-in-arms discharged their
farewell volleys over his grave.
" Already measures have been inaugurated for the
erection of a statue which shall attest to coming
generations how dear he was to the people whom
he served so well and so faithfully."
The governor of the state issued a proclamation announcing
General Burnside's death, and appointed the following Committee
of prominent citizens to make arrangements for his funeral, vi?. :

Col. William Goddard,
Lieut. Gov. Henry H. Fay,
HOD.
HOD.
Hon.
HOD.

Henry B. Anthony,
Nelson 'V. Aldrich,
Jonathan Chace,
William S. Hayward,

Hon. Thomas A. Doyle,
HOD. Edwnrd L. Freeman,
Gen. Horatio Rogers,
Henry W. Gardner, Esq.,
Col. Charles Warren Lippitt,
George W. Danielson, Esq.,
Alexander Perry, Esq.

Of this Committee, Col. William Goddard was Chairman, and

Col. Charles Warren Lippitt, Secretary, and hy. it Gen. C. H.
Barney, the Adjutant-General of Rhode Island, was appointed
Chief Marshal.
The Mayor of the City of Providence also issued a proclama.
tion, nnd the City Council, the Providence Board of Trade, and
many other public bodies gave expression to their feelings by the
passage of appreciative resolutions upon him whose death touched
all hearts.
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As the State House was inadequate for the occasion, l\Iayor
Hayward offered the City Hall as a more fitting place for the remains to lie in state, which, being accepted, was heavily but tastefully draped with mourning.
On Thursday, September 15th, funeral services were held at
St. :Micbael's Church, Bristol, in which the Town Council, the
Veteran Association, find, indeed, the whole population, whether
public official or private citizen, took part, for business was suspended, flags hung at half mast, bells tolled, and a Sabbnth-like
stillness prevailed save when the muffled drum announced that
the sad procession was moving towards the depot to transfer the
beloved but lifeless form to tbe chief capital of the state. The
scene presented at the City Hall, in Providence, upou the arrival
of the escort with its inanimate charge, was sad and striking.
The column drew up in front of the building, and a detachment
of the First Battalion Rhode Island Militia and a body guard
from Prescott Post, G. A. R., on duty there, presented arms as
the remains were borne up the broad steps of the great edifice.
Profound silence pervaded the immense throng that had assembled, and, as soon as the casket had been deposited at the foot of
the grand staircase in the rotunda, the military formed along the
sides with the members of the City Government a few feet to
the right of them and the Committee of Arrangements standing
upon the stairway. Colonel Samuel Norris, of the Bristol Town
Committee, then advanced and addressing Colonel William Goddard, spoke as follows:

"Mr. Chairman: In behalf of the Committee
appointed by the citizens of Bristol, I have the sad
honor of delivering to you the beloved remains of
our distinguished fellow townsman, Gen. Ambrose
E. Burnside. We all loved him, and feel most profoundly his loss from among us."
Colonel Goddard, in response, said:

"Rhode Island commissions us to receive these
mortal remains of her illustrious and beloved son
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from the citizens of the town in which he dwelt and
died. Reverently guarded by his own veteran soldiers, his lifeless form will lie beneath these solemn
arches, that all who loved him in life may, even
through blinding tears, once more behold that dear
and gracious face. On the morrow all that was
mortal of Ambrose Everett Burnside will be buried
from human eyes; but the precious memory of his
peerless honor, his inspiring patriotism, his glowing
devotion to duty, his heroic courage, and of his
knightly deeds, will abide forever in the hearts of'
the people of Rhode Island.
" Comrades: The state commands you to guard
well the ashes of the hero whose fame has now become her own inheritance."
The remains were then committed to the custody of General
Rogers, in accordance with the following extract of order issued
by the Chief Marshal:
.. Gen. Horatio Rogers is hereby detailed to take charge of the remains while lying in state at the City Hall; and the guard of honor
furnished during that time by Department Commander Steere from
the Grand Army of the Republic will report to him for instructions.
Col. R. H. T. Goddard is detailed to assist Gen. Rogers in the above
duty."

The body lay in state, mid a profusion of flowers and with a
veteran in uniform with musket and fixed bayonet posted at each
end of the bier, from 1 to 11 o'clock, P. M., on Thursday, and
from 5 to 11 o'clock, A. M., on Friday, and was viewed by a great
multitude of people reckoned at fifty thousand and upwards.
Shortly after eleven on }'riday morning, the grand procession
which llad formed on Market Square and the streets contignous
thereto, drew up before the City Hall to receive and escort the
remains to the church and thence to their last earthly restingplace. This imposing column was composed of the Rhode Island
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Militia, and the various veteran organizations of this state as well
as some from other states. Then, too, there was a Congressional
delegation and many distinguished general officers of the late
civil war. The Pall Bearers were
Hon. John P. Sanborn, Speaker of the Rhode Island Honse of
Representatives j
Hon. William W. Hoppin, Ex-Governor of Rhode Island j
Thomas P. 1. Goddard, Esq;
Hon. Le Baron B. Colt, Jndge of the United States District Conrt
for the District of Rhode Island;
Rev. Dr. E. G. Robinson, President of Brown University j
Col. George H. Browne, Ex-Member of Congress from Rhode
Island i
Bon. Charles S. Bradley, Ex-Chief Jostice of the Sopreme Conrt
of Rhode Island;
HOD. Latimer 'V. Ballou, Ex-::\Iembcr of Congress from Rhode
Island;
Col. George R. Fearing, of General Burnside's Staff during the
late Civil War j
Major-General John G. Parke, United States Army, formerly
Chief of Staff of General Bornside.
The procession, upon leaving the City Hall, took up its line of
march through some of the principal streets of the city to the
First Congregational Church, where solemn and appropriate services for the dead were held by Rev. Thomas R. Slicer and Rev.
Augustus Woodbury, the latter delivering an eloquent and impressive funeral oration which bas already been printed in pamphlet form. The procession was augmented at the church by
many carriages containing His Excellency Alfred H. Littlefield,
Governor of Rhode Island, as chief mourner, the family of the
deceased, the Justices of the Supreme Court of the state, the
general officers of the state, the members of the Rhode Island
General Assembly, the Military Staff of the state, the City Government of Providence, United States civil officials, Faculty of
Brown University, and many distinguished personages from away
as well as numerous other prominent citizens of Rhode Island.
Arrived at Swan Point Cemetery the committal service was said,
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tbl'ce salvos of artillery were fired, and the earthly remains of
Ambrose E. Burnside were consigned to their kindred dust.
No civil or military funeral in the history of Rhode Island has
ever equalled this in magnitude or in the depth of feeling evoked.
Gloom settled upon the state, and the sadness everywhere prevailing was oppressive. Many buildings were draped with black
hangings j places of business were universally closed; flags were
lowered to half mast j silent throngs of people mournfully looked
at the fUDeral cortege with sobered face and subdued air, indicative of a deep scated feeling j and, as the remains passed by,
heads were reverently uncovered and many eyes were suffused
with tears. Evidently the heart of the state was touched.
The impression created upon the popular mind is best illustrated
by a few sentences taken frofJ.l the leading newspaper in the state.
~aid the Providence Jou1"1wl the day after the funeral:
U The scene was an ever memorable one, as in the light of the
mellow autumn day the long procession, composed of citizen-sol·
diery in bright uniform but with reversed arms and slow in step,
the ageilJg veterans, wearing their badges of honor and their
tokens of mourning for their leader and comrade, the representatives of the st~te and city governments, the guard of honor
around the hearse, and the casket containing all that was mortal
of the dead hero, moved slowly on

I

, To the deep wail of the trumpet and the beat of mllffied drum,'

amid the sound of the tolling bells and the firing of minute guns.
It was a scene to be impressed vividly on the minds of all who
saw it, aud has become :1 part of the visible history of the state,
one of the great scenes which embody its patriotism, its honor
and its grief in actual form, and so to be remembered and have
its influence upon those who hereafter shall read of the honor
which the state pays to valor and worth."
It is not surprising that grief so general and so sincere, and
appreciation of noble character and heroic self-sacrificing patriotism so true and deep, should seek expression in some more
enduring form than mere funereal honors. Upon the day after
General Burnside's death, CoL Isaac M. Potter suggested that a
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statue of him should be erected, and steps were at once taken to
carry out the suggestion. For this purpose, but four days after
the funeral, a few old soldiers, representing in some official capacity various veteran organizations, assembled at Prescott Post
Hall, G. A. R., in Providence, in response to an invitation issued
at the instance of Colonel Potter. The outcome of this movement was the appointment of a committee to promote the erection
of a Burnside Statue and to take charge of the undertaking. Its
composition was as follows, and it was called
THE G¥NERAL COMMITTEE.

1st R. 1. Vols., Nicholas Van Slyck.
2d"
"
Horatio Rogers, Joseph B. Curtis.
3d " Art., Charles H. Williams.
4th " Vals., Frank A. Chase.
5tb " Art., Isaac M. Potter.
7th. H Vols., William H. Joyce.
9th "
" J . Talbot Pitman.
1Oth "
H
Henry R. Barker.
11th"
"Henry S. Olney.
12th "
"C. Henry Alexander.
14th" Art., Nelson Viall.
1st " Light Art., Benjamin H. Child, Charles C. Gray.
1st " Cavalry, William Gardner.
2d and 3d R. I. Cavalry, Edwin C. Pomroy.
United States Veteran Association, Gilbert Wilson.
Gen. Bnrnside'. Staff, Robert H. 1. Goddard, George R. Fearing.
Navy, William B. Avery.
Soldiers and Sailors' Historical Society, Edwin Metcalf.
Its officers were,
Chairman, Gen. Horatio R-ogers.
Secretary, Col. Charles H. Williams.
Treasurer, Capt. Frank A. Cbase.
The General Committee devolved the duty of procnring fnnds
and the active management of affairs upon an Executive Committee consisting of the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, with

•

58

BURNSIDE STA'fUE DEDICA'fION.

Colonels 1. M. Potter, R. H. 1. Goddard and N. Van Slyek, and
Capt. C. C. Gray.

By the middle of January, 1883, sufficient funds had been collected to assure the successful consummation of the undertaking,
aod, accordingly, a meeting of the subscribers was called foJ' Jannary 20, 1883, at which a Building Committee was appointed with
full power and authority to erect and complete a bronze military
equestrian statue of the late Major.General Burnside in such 10·
cation within the City of Providence, and after a design by sllch
artist, as they might determine upon; and said committee was
likewise empowered to fill any vacancies occurring in their Dumber. The Building Committee was composed of
Gen. Horatio Rogers, Chairman.
Col. Robert H. 1. Goddard, Secretary.
Col. Isaac M. Potter.
Hon. Rowland Hazard.
George VV. Danielson, Esq.
The Governor of Rhode Island, ex-officio.
The Mayor of the City of Providence, ex-officio.
Mr. George W. Danielson hn.ving died March ~5, 1884, Hon.
Samuel P. Colt was appointed to fill tbe vacancy. No meeting
of the Building Committee occurred during the term of service
of the Hon. Augustus O. Bourn as Governor of Rhode Island,
but numerous meetings were held during the respective terms of
Hon. Alfred H. Littlefield, and Hon. George Peabody Wetmore,
as Governor, both of whom took much iuterest and rendered valuable service as members of tbe Committee, as also did Hon.
William S. Hayward, Hon. Thomas A. Doyle, and Hon. Gilbert
F. Robbins, during their respective terms as Ma.yor of the City of
Provictcnce.
In May, 1883, the Building Committee baving acquired sufficient preliminary information, entered into au agreement with
Mr. Lannt Thompson, a sculptOf of New York, for a bronze
statue to be finished by May 20, 1886, fot' the sum of tbirty
thousand dollars, one half thereof to be paid upon the delivery
of the completed plaster model to a bronze foundry to be approved by the committee, and the other half upon tbe delivery
of the finished bronze casting UpOll a pedestal, in Providence, to
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be erected by the committee, the sculptor to furnish a design for
a pedestal to be satisfactory to the committee. The artist took
more time than was stipulated, and not until July, 1885, was the
small sketch model, showing position and details, approved by the
committee. and the completed full-sized plaster model was not
delivered to the Henry-Bonnard Bronze Company, of New York,
which was to make the bronze casting, until the latter part of
August, 1886.
The design for the granite base presented by the sculptor, and
which was prepared by Mr. Henry O. Avery, an .architect of New
York, was approved by the committee with some modifications
made by Gen. William R. 'Valk~r, of Providence, the consulting
and constmcting architect of the committee. The pedestal above
the concave hase is the design of Mr. Avery, except the inscription, and except also that the curved ends of the die, on one of
which is the word "Burnside," contained an eagle and wreath as
originally designed, which were rejected by the committee. Mr.
Avery's pedestal was intended to stand in the centre of a spacious
circle or 'esplanade containing greensward, to be reached by two
steps extending entirely around it. The contracted space for the
location of the statne, however, led to the omission of this and
the substitution of a more concentrated treatment. All below
the concave course, and including it, is the design of General
Walker.
It ba vlug been settled beyond reasonable doubt tbat tbe statue
would be completed in the spring or early summer of 1887, the
design for the pedestal having been approved nnd satisfactory
bids having been obtained, carrying out the details of contracting
for and completing the foundation and pedestal was entrusted to
a. sub-committee consisting of General Rogers and Colonels Potter
and Goddard. The piles were driven by Mr. George Gerhard, of
East. Providence; the foundation below grollnd was laid by Mr.
Franklin L..Mason, of Providence; the granite for the pedestal
was furnished from the quarry of 111'. Frederick L. Mathewson,
of Bnr.rillville; and tbe work of cutting and setting the same was
performed by Mr. Isaac M. Sweet, of Providence. The City of
Providence, at its own expense, has placed a curbed sidewalk
aronnd the base of the statue, thus preventing the danger of
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vehicles approaching too closely and injuring the gra~ite work,
and at the same time affording a refnge to pedestrians crossing
the square in which the statue stands.
The height of the bronze group is thirteen aoo a half feet; of
the granite pedestal from the upper walk, thirteen feet eleven and
a quarter inches; and of the whole granite erection from the
city's sidewalk, fifteen feet one and a quarter inches; making
the height from the highest point of the bronze to the city's sidewalk, twenty-eight feet seven and a quarter inches. The figure
of the mao, if standing erect, would be nine feet high, and the
horse is in proportion.
The total cost of the completed structure, not including the
sidewalk laid at the city's expense, was $40,000 j $10,854.69 of
wbicb was contributed by the State of Rhode Island, $5,000 by
tbe City of Providence, and the balance, excepting accumulations
from interest, by private subscriptions ranging from one thousand
dollars to twenty-five cents each, there baving been three of the
larger sum.
In April, 1887, tbe Building Committee, in conformity with tile
resolution creating it, reported to the General Committee that the
statue would be completed and ready for uDYeiling by the first
clay of July following, whereupon the last named committee proceeded to fix a day and to elect an Orator, Cbief Marsbal, Chaplains, and a Committee of Arrangements, devolving upon the latter
the determination and execution of all other details. The General Assembly of Rbode Island appropriated four tbonsand dollars to defray the expenses of the dedication, besides one thousand dollars for the transportation of veterans, aod twenty-five
hundred dollars to enable the governor to order out the militia
upon that occasion. The City Council of Providence appropriated
two thousaud dollars for the celebration of tlJe fourth of July,
entrusting its expeuditure to a Committee of Arrangements of its
own members. The two Committees of Anallgements worked in
perfect harmony, and the result was the very gratifying success
that crowned their labors, an account of which has been given in
the preceding pages.

